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PROTECTIVE TARIFF ON
COFFEE

Mr. Bruner Criticized and His Critic
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SILK AND COTTON DRESSING JACKETS
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- Pacific Picture Frammg Co.

1050 Nuuanu Street.

Dry Goods, Clothing, Boots and Shoes

For men, women and clnldren

Quality unsurpassed

L. B. KERR & CO., LTD.

R Alakea St.
' Tw Prizes

- and no entrance fee is‘to be the rule governing the open
golf tournament at Haleiwa next Wednesday, New
z Year's and the O. R. & L. will run the famous Haleiwa
i limited. Mr. MaclLaren will be on the links to make
: a few s‘trokes. Phone for reservations.

- ST. CLAIR BIDGOOD, Manager.

" emeJUST-=-

RAINIER
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Best: because of the quality
of the barley, purity of the

water and method of
At all bars and whole-

the

brew.
sale from

Rainier Bottling Works
Phone 1331

OVER SpPILT MILK.
1f your wall paper doesn't har-
monize with your other home
appointments, have us tell you
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STANLEY STEPHENSON,

Painter and Decorator.
137 King Street.

Phone 426.

Answered by

MR. BRUNER CRITICIZED.

(Retail Merchant, Dallas, Texas,
tober, 1807.)

Mr. Bruner of Hawail in the Septem-
ber issue of the Tea and Coffee Trads
Journal, makes a very strong and elo-
quent plea for a tariff on coffee. 1In
the beginning, he uses sugar, with its
protective tariff, as a basis of his argu-
ment as to why the same, or an equiv-
alent tariff, should be placed on cof-

Oc-

fee. Tt is by no means a settled fact

that the protection afforded the sugar
barons of American, who now use from
seven to nine figures to ehumerate
thelr fortunes, that this is a good thing
for the mass of American people. Is
it a fact that the South where all of |
the sugar is raised and manufactured,
is practically benefited by this protec-
tive tariff? Is it not a fact that with'
the exception of gxilled
laborers and managers of refinerles,
who receive fair salaries for their skill-
ed labor, that 'this industry is handled
by the cheapest labor to be had in
this country? Is it a fact that thd
actual producers are in any manner
recipients of the benefits of this enor-
mous tax imposed upon our people?
1 do not believe 'that an investigation
of the conditions that exists here would
warrant any fair-minded man in plac-
ing himself on record as being in favor
of a protective tariff on sugar, and
it s also a fact easily susceptible of
demonstration, that this protective
tariff was secured at the hands of
Congress by the richest and most pow-
erful lobby that ever visited the halls
of Congress. And at this late date,
after many years trial of sugar tariff,
I can see no good resulting from i to
the masses of the people. If we con-
fine purselves to class legislation, and
taxing of the many for the benefit of
the few, then the protective tariff is
a good thing. I have always contend-
ed that America Should be for Amer-
jecans, and that in its broadest sense,
not confined to the millionaire classes,
Mr. Bruner also refers to the Dingley
bill, which was passed in 183§7. He is
correct when he says this is merely a
manufacturers’ bill, and the great con-

a very few

suffering today from the effects of this
iniquitous bill. Tt has fostered and
protected the so-called Infant indus-
tries of the United States until they
have hecome enormous glants who
openly defy our laws, practically con-
| tro] every legislature in the Unlon, and
render it absolutely lmpossibie fo pass
any bill in Congress not endarsed by
them. wha ship goods into foreign mar-
kets. and compete with the cheapest
labor in the world, sell American man-
ufactured gonds in China at prices that

would bankrupt the cheapest Chinese
jabor, and tax the pepple at home to
carry on this campzign in foreign
lands. Our government, with its pro-

taxpayers of
giants in

tective tariff, forcgs the
this country to support thesa

their conquest =of commerce, Thesa
facts apply to a protective tariff in
general. Now wedl apply oursaives to
the particular tariff asked for by Mr.
I.{rum r. In the first place, it would not
appear to be good business policy for
eighty or ninety million peopie, who

do not produce a single pound of € ffee,
tariff upon it. ¥ is true
within the range of
| possibility, for of our tropiecal
| poesessions to produce the article, but
Bruner's own state-

production of

to place a
that it is entirely

some

| according to Mr.
in regard to the

| ment
{ coffee in the Hawail Isiands, that they
i have been growing coffee since 183,

| and that, too, a great portion of tha
time with six cents per pound protec-
tive tariff; that in 1906 Hawail pro-
dueced from twenty-four to thirty thou-
rand bags worth perhaps $250 000 to
£300,000, or a little less than one day’'s
supply for the United States. I think
that after cuitivating coffee for over
eigthy vears, and then not being able
to produce with protective tariff and
all. more than a day’'s supply
people, it would be hardly worth while
for the people of the United States 1o
place this enormous burden upon them-
selves,

Labor, another feature of the coffee
production in Hawaiil, is the labor
question. From the besti advica I am
able to obtain, the lands of Hawalil

lay idle because of insufficient labor to
till them. It is of quite recant occurs
rence that sugar planters and others
drew heavily upon Japan for chfap la-
While the United States, with Its
and Inexhaustible re-
a high r-r tective
APPT l"" ationg of
develon Ha-
.\'ol.'.Ii hardly
justify the

bor.
anlimited wealth
sources, might, with
tariff. continued

money, energy and
waili's coffee industry, it
seem that end would
menns, According to best statisticians,

the United States

T"‘\ “
the

pyges more than one-

half of the world's produoction of cofiee,
which would make something jiks ten
million bags. or Iin other

or twelve

words, Mr. Bruner's tax would mea
te the consumers of the United Stsles
the enormous sum of thres hundred
million dollars annually. T hardls
think Congress wonid dare place this
burden upon IS constitgency It iIs
worse than useless for Mr. Broner to
dadgze the issue. as he evi lently tries
to da in dividing this burden upon h
peopls of this country, in ™ hich he
i that
yriff

..‘l.'."'

would not amount o 10 Y
, amount of thi=s tarlff. It is also |
useless for him to argue that a portion|
come out of the importers
The fact remains

,f this would
.md roasters’ profits.

(Retail Merchant,

for our!

‘en from another fact

Mr. Louisson.

the same, the consuming public of the
United States must pay the tariff. If
there ever was an argument to justify
a protective tariff, the one advanced
by the Republican party, that our in-
dustries were not able to compete with
those of foreign countries, is certainly
the soundest argument ever made, the
one which now bears not a semblance
of truth, as it has been amply proven,
that the people of this country are ful-
Iy capable of competing with any
nation on earth, regardless of cheap
labor, perfect machinery, or any ex-
isting conditions. If we are to deal
with a protective tariff at all, let's re-
move it from every article imported
from countries that will make recipro-
city agreements with the United
States,
CHAPMAN THOMAS.
MR, LOUISSON'S REPLY.

Dallas, Texas, De-
cember, 1807.)

Hawali, November 10th, 1907.

Editor The Retall Merchant, Dallas,
Texas.

Sir: Your paper of October pub-

lishes a speclally written article by
the pen of Mr. Chapman Thomas, en~
titied “Protective Tariff on Coffee,” {n
which he attacks the plea and argu-
ments of Mr Bruner, for protection to
coffee under the American flag, and
that appeared in the September num-
ber of the Tea and Coffee Trade Journ-
&l of New York.

Our friend Mr. Thomas is woefully
shy on statistical consumption of coffee
in the United States, and he therefore
makes a most appalling blunder, when

stating that if a small protective duty

of three cents a pound were Imposed
upon,the product, the nation would be
taxed $300,000,000 annually. He needs
to be corrected on this point, and many
others, that he has brought inte
subject, in order not to befog the issue.

The American tropical territories re-
quire this measure; also more of them,
to become prosperous, happy and con-
tented members of the great American
commonwealth, of which we are a part,
He also rings In the trust gquestion,
and that of great industrial combina-
tions, also alien to the subjeot under
discussion.

The coffee tarfff issue belongs to that
class, as pertain to tillers of the soil,

suming public of the United States miand what goes to make the backbone
| of every country,

and community, such
as wheat, oats, corn, cotton growing,
etc., ete. 'In such staples and products
no Wrusts can ever be formed or main-
tained successfully, by the tillers of
the sall.

The trusts, on the other hand, are
found in all lines of manufactured pro-
ductions, and especially In such raw
products that require immense capital
to establizh Inltial operations. In this
category he wiNMl please delegate his
trost theories.

As to the consumption of coffee in
the Tinited States, at the present time,
it runs about one billion pounds an-
nualiy. A tariff of three cents a pound
would mean $30,000,000—just one-tenth
of the sum as was heralded forth by
our gool American friend of American
territories,

Fusthermore, he eriticizes Hawaii for
not havinz produced more coffee than
doing, owing 4o the fact that
when existing as an independent entity
enjoved a proteciion of six cents
a nound, on ¢he home grown product.

In explanation will state that the
home consumption is small, probably
nnt excesding 300,000 pounds, while our
produetion “has in the past reached
3,000,000 pounds annually.

Any business man, or in fact any one
conversant with economic conditions
and laws, will perceive at a glance
that excess of production over home
or local consumption is of no avail in
promoting growth of any product. The
surplus, no matter how large or small,
has to he exported to foreign markets,
in open competition with the produc-
tton of the world.

As it happensg for the last ten years
the coffee markets of the world have
been in a most deplarable condition,
never in its history has there been
such an  enormous over-production.
Rrazil is the sole disturbing factor of
the =situation. Certainly with such
facts before us, the American coffee
growers are up against it, and more
that the [United
States permits the free entry of all
coffee grown in all foreign countries,
to enter her markets free of duty. With
such conditions facing us. no growth,
no headway, can be attained.

Our friend talks on recinrocity, and
favors and belfewes in it. Why not go
one step fuarther, znd advocate free
trade, a have in caffee? It

industrial
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Stevens-Duryea

Light Six Touring Car

Six Cylinders 35 1. P. Price $3500
F. 0. B. Factory

A FOUR-CYLINDER CAR can never have
lightful sensitiveness to the throttle which i1s a
source of pleasure in a Six. ,

To most makers Sixes are a new proposition. The diffi-
culties incident to the designing of a RELIABLE SIX-
CYLINDER CAR are not easily overcome. This is the reason
why some makers are advocating the Four—they are unable H
to build a SATISFACTORY Six. -

The famous Stevens-Duryea Unit Power Plant and three-
point suspension makes possible a Six-cylinder car of fault-
less design. Stevens-Duryea Sixes are a known guantity-—
do not purchase an experiment simply because it is a Six.

THE von HAMM-YOUNG GO, LTD.

ALEXANDER YOUNG BUILDING : : AGENTS
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Banzai!

We have the best Japanese importations in Silks

and Crepes, Novelties, etc.

American and Panama
Hats - {

FOR LADIES AND GENTLEMEN

IWAKAMI, #oer street

Japanese Goods

Endless Vanety

Reasonable Prces

SAYEGUSA

Nuuanu below Hotel St.

Literary Bureau

Interviews FPurished
Press Work of Every Description

Advertisements Written

Speeches Preparad
Correspondence Attended to Typewriting Done
Manuscripts Bevised Mailing Lists

All Business Strictly Confidential

OFFICE : : : COR. UNICN AND HOTEL S8TS

H. M. AYREES 2 . H : MANAGER

CALL OR

Daily.

constant H

World's News

iws vy ¥

1* L

et e “
¥

iy

R e

- [
——

o — gy

”r

;
’- ]
;;.
!

L

v .'B- e ey~ — T T T

R



